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INTRODUCTION 


Between 7 and 17 April 1987, a crew from the Midwestern 
Archaeological Research Center (MARC), Illinois State 
University, conducted limited archaeological testing at the 
Jones House, Pontiac Illinois. This testing was done to 
obtain structural evidence for the planned reconstruction of 
a kitchen ell addition. The addition was razed in 1975, 
after a bad fire. 

Information in a 1923 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
indicates that the kitchen ell, a wood-framed structure, 
once extended about 20 feet behind the house. The outline 
of the former addition can be seen in a large cemented-over 
section of the brick exterior (Figure 1). This represents a 
one-story gable structure, with a central doorway. Two 
Sanborn maps, dating to 1910 and 1923 (Figure 2), show that 
the original kitchen ell had also been added to, including a 
portion which wrapped around the east side of the house up 


to the rear edge of the northern-most window. 


LOCATION AND ENVIRONMENT 
The Jones site (# 11-Li-117 of the Illinois 
Archaeological Survey) is a two-story brick Gothic revival 
house located on Lot 2 of block 51 (Figure 3) of the 


original town of Pontiac (Figure 4). The address is 314 E. 
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Figure 2: Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
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Figure 4: Project Location 


Madison Street. 

In discussing the physiography of Illinois, Schwegman 
(1973:14) includes this area in the Grand Prairie Section of 
the Grand Prairie Division. The Grand Prairie was a vast 
tall grass prairie with forest areas confined to valleys 
like that of the Vermilion River, and small isolated upland 
groves. The fertile, though often poorly drained soils 


developed from loess, lake sediments, and glacial outwash. 


DOCUMENTARY METHODS 


Before we began excavation, we made a search for 
documents concerning the Jones House and its occupants. A 
copy of a 1923 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map helped to indicate 
the length of the kitchen ell. This map, along with an 
envelope of information supplied by John Perring of the 
Jones House Restoration Committee, provided us with the 
information we needed to start digging. The assistance of 
Mr. Robert Schlosser, Livingston County Historical Society 
President, is also gratefully acknowledged. Mr. Schlosser 
supplied us with two papers he had written about the Jones 
House inhabitants and a photocopy of a Birdseye View Map of 


'Pontiac from 1869. 


HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
The following section is a summary of research done by 


Robert Schlosser (1985, 1985a). 


The history of the Jones House does not start with 
anyone named Jones, but with Pontiac dry goods merchant John 
Dehner. Dehner bought Lots 1 and 2 of Block 51 of the 
original town of Pontiac in October of 1857, for 5500.00 
(Deed Book M:64). Тһе "Kitchen Ell" was apparently a two- 
room house at the time (Schlosser 1985:5). Dehner probably 
built а two-story brick Gothic Revival house on Lot 2 in the 
next year. This is the house now known as the Jones House. 
It was apparently completed in February of 1858 (Schlosser 
.1985:6). Ву 1871 Dehner owned еден неве of the block. 
Mr. Schlosser speculates that his holdings may have 
developed into an urban farmstead. 

John Dehner was a reasonably successful businessman who 
owned the house for some 21 years. А financial crisis 
struck him in 1875 and by 1879 he had lost the four lots he 
had owned on Block 51, including the Jones House. Ву 1880, 
after losing everything, he and his family left town 
(Schlosser 1985: 8). 

The four lots were purchased at auction in December of 
1879 by Mary P. Rose, Edgar and Charles Camp, for 
$2,800.00. The Camps sold Lots 1 and 2 to Philip Arman in 
May of 1883 (Schlosser 1985:8). 

It was Philip Arman who sold the house to its namesake, 
in August of 1899. Henry C. Jones purchased Lot 2, on which 
stands the Jones House; and Lot 1, an unimproved lot to the 


east (Schlosser 1985:8). 


Henry C. Jones, a native of Indiana, first came to 
Livingston County with his parents for a short time in the 
early 1840"5. The family continued on to the Iowa 
Territory, where they stayed for only a short time before 
returning to settle in Livingston County in 1847 (Clark 
1900:48). Jones' father left the family іп 1849 to seek his 
fortune in the California gold fields. The family left the 
house and moved in with Henry's mother's parents. 

Henry's father returned to Pontiac in 1855, after 
spending time in California ана Iowa. Soon after he 
arrived, he opened a retail store and Henry became a clerk 
(Schlosser 1985:4). In 1859 Henry and his father returned 
to California and opened a mercantile business in Shasta. 
The venture in California was a successful one, and Henry's 
father became mayor and one of the town's most prominent 
businessmen (Clark 1900:48). 

Henry continued working for his father until 1864, when 
he enlisted in the army. Because there was little action in 
ава нара ia, he made his way to New York, but the Civil War 
had ended by the time he got there. In the same year, 1867, 
he came back to Pontiac and entered the newspaper business 
with his brother-in-law. 

Henry married Mary Bancroft in 1873. He soon sold his 
interest in the newspaper and moved his wife to Dallas, 
Texas. He worked in a newspaper-related industry but sold 


out after a few years because of his wife's poor health 
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(Clark 1900:48). In 1885 they moved to Santa Cruz, 
California (Schlosser 1985a:7), where Henry purchased a 
prune ranch. The ranch was quite successful, but Henry 
returned to Pontiac in 1892, leaving his wife and daughter 
behind. He acquired an interest in the local electric 
plant, which he helped incorporate into a larger utility 
company: the Pontiac Light, Heat & Power Company. Не 
served as President of the company seven years. 

He sold his interests in the utility about the same 
time as he purchased the Jones House, in 1899 (Clark 
1900:48). Sometime after that he organized the Pontiac Ice 
and Fuel Company, known for establishing the city's first 
artificial ice manufacturing plant. He was involved with 
this business until a few years prior to his death, failing 
health having caused his retirement. Jones died of 
pneumonia on June 12, 1921 at the age of 83 (Pontiac Daily 
Leader 1921:3). Не was survived by a wife and an "adopted" 
daughter (apparently they had never legally adopted the 
girl)(Schlosser 1985:8). 

At the time of his death Henry Jones had lived in the 
Jones House 21 years, ten months, and eight days. This 
total, according to Schlosser (1985:9) means that he lived 
in the house eight months and 15 days longer than John 
Dehner. 

Henry's widow Mary lived in the house for another 21 


years before she died in 1942 (Daily Leader 1942:4). The 
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house then passed to Nelle, the daughter, and the Reverend 
Roy Hershey, Nelle's husband. The couple only lived in the 
house a short time before Nelle died in May of 1944 (Daily 
Leader 1944:3). The house passed to Roy Hershey, who lived 
in it until his death in 1955 when it passed to his protege, 
Gerald Maxwell. Maxwell owned the house for two years and 
sold it to John and Naomi Koehler in 1957. The Koehler's 
turned it into a multi-unit rental property (Schlosser 
1985:9). 

| In 1975, while the house was rented, a serious fire 
occurred. Damage to the frame addition was extensive and it 
was feared that the house would be condemned. Two concerned 
townspeople, acting on behalf of the Livingston County 
Historical Society, purchased the house in April of 1976 and 
deeded it to the Society in June of the following year 
(Schlosser 1985:9). Since that time the Society has 
entirely refurbished the house and is well on the way to 


returning the property to its former condition. 


FIELD METHODS 
Our work at the site began on April 7, 1987. We 
established a two-meter grid over the entire back yard. The 
datum, or map reference point, was located in the southwest 
corner, two meters north and two meters west of the inside 
corner of the brick wall (Figure 5). Initially, two 50cm by 


4m trenches (М118/Е104 and М117.5/Е108) were laid out along 
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ап east-west line, essentially parallel to the back of the 
house. It was hoped that these trenches would allow us to 
obtain a continuous profile of the entire width of the 
kitchen ell. 

The trenches were excavated to allow us to cross- 
section and profile the entire foundation width and discover 
any evidence of a cellar or other subsurface feature which 
might have been excavated below the addition. We discovered 
instead that the yard had been badly disturbed. Ме guessed 
it had been scraped and filled with heavy equipment, 
probably related in some way to the fire. 

This was confirmed by the neighbor at 308 E. Madison. 
He noted that a series of filling episodes had occurred 
since the fire, one as recently as last year. Machinery had 
been brought in to level out the charred remains after the 
fire. A photo (Figure 6) of the rear of the house, taken 
after the fire, provided by John Perring, showed a great 
deal of debris lying on the ground as well as a mound of 
fill which was undoubtedly soon leveled. We found no 
evidence that a cellar or any other subsurface feature had 
ever existed underneath the kitchen addition, although 
razing activities had disturbed most of the area. 

Evidence from testing in the vicinity of kitchen ell 
suggested that the soil had been disturbed to a depth of 
75cm below the ground surface. Fill or debris above 


foundation remnants averaged about 30cm in depth. In 
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Figure 5: Site Base Map 
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general, the west side of the yard seemed to Бе more 
disturbed, with fill ranging from 40 to 75cm in depth. On 
the east side the fill ranged from about 32 to 45cm deep. 

Fill types and fill sequences were variable throughout 
the tested area. А detailed discussion of these recently 
deposited and disturbed fill zones would not benefit our 
discussion, however. The disturbed soil profile is 
generally characterized by two or three distinct zones. А 
mixing of these zones with construction debris accounts for 
specific differences. 

There is a shallow humic zone over the area. Below 
this, in the upper zone, is a mixture of dark yellowish- 
brown to grayish-brown clayey fill. The lower zone, which 
is found both in disturbed and in sterile contexts, was 
defined as black to dark gray clayey loam. This is possibly 
the surface of a buried soil. Lenses of sand, portland 
cement and ash were noted in specific test units. 

Excavation of the 58cm by 4m trenches was accomplished 
by shovels and trowels, with artifacts being collected in 
arbitrary 18cm levels. A portion of the first 10сш level in 
the 4m trenches was screened through 1/4 inch hardware mesh 
but this was soon abandoned because the disturbed soil 
conditions meant that nothing could be gained by knowing 
what items came from what depths. The disturbance meant 
that all this material was deposited at the same time. 


As excavation continued, a limestone-rubble-filled 
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trench (Figure 7) was discovered along the eastern edge of 
the former kitchen ell foundation (Figure 7a). ТЕ was 
discovered at a depth of about 30cm and was 40cm to 50cm 
wide. When bisected it had a trapezoidally-shaped profile 
(Figures 8 and 8a) and extended down to from 60cm to 65cm. 
The limestone-rubble fill was unfinished pieces and 
fragments, ranging from small fist-sized rocks up to large 
cobbles, with diameters of up to 40cm. 

We believe this trench was a wall footing and not the 
remnants of the foundation. Included in the rubble fill, at 
a depth of 48cm, was a soft-paste red brick fragment. These 
were fairly common in the disturbed fill, but this piece 
came from undisturbed rubble. It is not likely that it was 
forced into the rubble by the grading equipment. 

The limestone rubble appeared to have been irregularly 
laid in the trench with yellow sand packed around the 
stones. There were traces of what appeared to be finely 
crushed limestone around the stones which may have been a 
deteriorated soft mortar or unmixed lime and sand. 

The trench (М118/Е104) along the west side of the ell 
was excavated to a depth of 65cm to 70cm. Below this, it 
was reasoned, no foundation remnants would be located. 

There was a considerable amount of limestone in the 
disturbed trench fill. The wall-trench footing or 
foundation remnant had been obliterated during demolition or 


associated filling activities. 
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Figure 7: 
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Next, a 50cm by 2m trench was laid out from north to 
south to bisect the addition on the south edge, away from 
the house (Figure 5). It was dug to a depth of from 37cm to 
45cm. Limestone-footing or wall debris was discovered at 
about 34cm in a wide area of the trench. Large limestone 
rocks, in association with yellow sand, were found at 
approximately 45cm, in line with the corners of the south 
wall (found later). \ 

The corners of the south wall were found in 1m by 1m 
units (Figure 5) which were laid out in consideration GE the 
distance from the wall line with the apparent outline of the 
е11 on the back wall of the house (20 feet). We uncovered 
the uppermost stones of the southeast corner of the 
foundation at about 38cm (Figures 9 and 9a). Unlike the 
stones in the rubble-filled trench, these appeared to have 
been roughly squared. This more powerfully indicates the 
role of the rubble-filled trench, as it demonstrates that 
the actual foundation stones were shaped. 

The southwest corner of the foundation was first 
contacted at a depth of about 45cm, but small fragments were 
recovered in the overlying disturbed earth (Figures 10 and 
18a). 

No attempt was made to test near the house because it 
had been affected by an additional disturbance. Deposits in 
the area had been excavated during the removal of part of 


the house foundation, adjacent to the kitchen ell, to remove 
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ап old furnace system from the crawl space. Previously 
undisturbed cultural contexts in this area had been mixed by 


this work. 


EXPLANATIONS AND DISCUSSION 

The dimensions of the kitchen addition were 
approximately as follow. The width of kitchen ell where it 
joins the brick house was 4.27m (14.01ft). The width of the 
south wall was 4.31m (14.14ft). The length of west wall was 
5.85m (19.18ft). The length of east wall was 5.80m 
(19 ,02Ё5). 

These calculations are based on measurements made from 
the interior limestone corners and the edge of the brick 
wall/concrete wall interface. When one compensates for a 
40cm wall-width on each side of the corner, equaling 89cm 
(2.5ft), this gives the addition a 14 foot width on the 
north and south sides. When one adds 30cm (lft) for wall- 
width beyond the inside corner on the east and west sides, 
it makes both sides about 20 feet long. Thus, the 
approximate dimensions of the addition were 20ft by l4ft. 

However, the documentary evidence clouds this 
interpretation. А relatively minor problem is that the 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps of 1910 and 1923 (Figure 2) show 
an addition to the Jones House which is much larger than 


29ft by 14 ft. The framed kitchen ell building was 
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Figure 9a: 
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apparently expanded beyond the limits of its original 
foundation in later construction episodes. 

Less explainable is the unstruck mortar visible between 
the concrete edge and the east side of the house. Mr. John 
Perring pointed to this mortar in our initial visit to the 
site. He believed it was an indication that bricks were 
laid up directly against the kitchen ell, which supports the 
belief that the ell was constructed first, with the brick 
house following later. The unstruck mortar is visible along 
the entire gable outline and not just at the extreme 
southeast corner (Figure 1). This indicates that some type 
of alteration had been made to the 20ft by 14ft addition 
before the construction of the brick house. 

Archaeologically, we were unable to uncover any 
evidence that this addition ever existed, but we do not 
dispute the documentary evidence. A shed or lean-to 
addition, without a foundation, may have been constructed 
next to the east side of the ell, prior to the construction 
of the brick house. Close analysis of the brick wall 
supports this conclusion. 

It appears that the original roof line was continued 
down from the gable end at least to the house edge (Figures 
l and 11,) giving the entire frame addition a "salt box 
house" shape. However, the kitchen ell, which shows up in 
physical evidence (the unstruck mortar) is not apparent on 


the 1869 Birdseye View Map of Pontiac (Figure 12). What 
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does appear on this map is a single-story addition adjacent 
to the east half of the house, on the south side. In 
addition, what appears to be a one-and-a-half-story 
structure in front of a single-story lean-to or shed is 
depicted on this map behind the west side of the house. 

The structures behind the west side of the house appear 
to cut across the lot-line, being situated on Lot 2 and the 
adjacent Lot 3. Thus, we have a conflict between the 
documentary and physical evidence. In this instance, 


however, the physical evidence seems indisputable. 


CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Additional excavations (1m by 1ш units N199/E192 and 
N119/E195) conducted in an area of just outside the area of 
the kitchen ell (Figure 5) indicate that intact midden 
deposits may be found in the Jones House back yard, although 
new brick wall construction has undoubtedly disturbed some 
of these remains. Artifacts recovered from excavation of 
our soil stratigraphy test unit (№110/Е102) and м109/Е105, 
our "divining" unit (an attempt made to locate a possible 
feature or moisture concentration through use of divining 
wires), showed that early deposits of material do exist 
beyond the former kitchen ell. Artifacts recovered from 
these test units included luster-banded ironstone and 
improved-tooled bottle-lips. 


The fact that earlier material exists on the site is 
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Figure ll: Close-up photograph of cemented-over wall and bricks 
with unstruck mortar 
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Figure 12: Bird's Eye View Map of Pontiac in 1869 


BIRD'S EYE VIEW OF THE CITY OF PONTIAC 


LIVINGSTON COUNTY, ILLINOIS 1869 


LOOKING NORTHWEST: 


JONES HOUSE CIRCLED 


29 


not surprising in view of the amounts and types of materials 
observed on the ground in the backyard. This debris 
includes blue transferprinted wares, brown-glazed 
stonewares, bottle glass, and a clay pipe stem fragment. 
Where these artifacts came from is not known. They were 
possibly turned up during wall construction and spread 
around the backyard, and they may have been redeposited 
during filling and grading activities after the fire. 
However they came to be in the back yard, they may be 
considered important by the Livingston County Historical 
Society. We advise that an archaeologist be present during 
any excavation in the back yard, not only to monitor for 
materials during foundation exposure, but also to lessen 
impacts to adjacent areas during, and as a result of, 


proposed reconstruction of the frame addition. 
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1983 Northwest Pontiac, Illinois. 7.5' Quadrangle 
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